THE  BOURGEOIS
disposed of what they made, if not freely, at least in obedience to
no regulations save those laid down by the lord or the chief men
of the town. The only organized system of labour that we find
described in the records prevailed, in France, only in the region
of Paris, in which French civilization grew up. It was analogous
to the system prevailing in the towns of England, Germany, and
northern Italy; but it was not the most widely prevalent system in
France, as some have been inclined to believe because Paris was
such a well-known example of it.
In the part of France subject to this system, all inhabitants of
a town exercising the same profession formed themselves into a
body to which it was necessary to belong in order to have the right
to make or sell the goods produced by that profession. This body
was called a metier (in German, Zunft, and in English, 'guild9),
a word derived from the Latin ministerium (service).1 As a rule,
the members of a guild also formed a religious confraternity
(confririt)9 which took part in religious ceremonies as a body and
celebrated the feast of the guild's patron saint - St. Crispin, for
instance, being that of the shoemakers, and St. Eloi (Eligius) that
of the goldsmiths and silversmiths.
The number of guilds varied greatly from town to town: there
were very few of them in the small towns, where several professions
of a similar nature would be united in a single guild; but a great
many more in towns where work of a similar kind was divided
among several guilds. As early as 1160 leather-work in Paris was
distributed among five guilds, those of the shoemakers (cord-
waiters), tanners, cobblers, girdlers, and purse-makers; while in
a register of taxes dated 1291 more than three hundred guilds
are enumerated in Paris.
Every guild followed working rules established by ancient
custom. Certain members of the guild, known by various names,
such as jw&i gardes, or prudhommes (in the south, bailes), and
elected by various modes of procedure, were entrusted with
the exercise of authority. They had to summon and hold
meetings, adjudicate on disputes between members, levy taxes
and, fines, sanction expenditure, inspect the work, and place
1 This name may be interpreted as a survival from a time when the artisans
had worked for their Iprd, who divided them into groups of servants, each engaged
in a single occupation, and subject to a single supervisor. But it is more probable
that the guild was founded by free craftsmen.
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